
Equality Act - Membership categories 

 

Background 

When the Equality Act (EA) came into force, Shipley Golf Club had to consider how the then main membership 

categories, gentlemen (male) and ladies (female) would be accommodated.  

We were aware that many other clubs had decided or were considering amalgamating these categories to have a 

single main membership, regardless of gender.  

We believed that this had alienated many female members in other clubs because of the cost implication. 

 

At the time, the membership fees for men was £975 and for females £775, the club was fearful if it had one 

category then the cost implication could have meant a reduction in the female membership and a loss of potential 

income.  

The ladies’ section was then and still is now, a vibrant group and a straw poll found that the ladies wished to 

maintain the status quo and their playing rights with their main competitions on Tuesdays.  

As a result, it was decided to move to the present categories, Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze. Men and Women 

could choose a category, there was no coercion to which one member should join, thus, the membership categories 

were time driven not gender dependent. 

 

The individual category description were as follows.  

Gold membership:- 

Members opting for this category of membership can play every day, they can only play after 2.30 pm on 

Tuesdays. 

Silver membership:- 

Members opting for this category of membership can play every day, they can only play after 2.30 pm on 

Saturdays. 

 

Challenge 

The issue of Shipley Golf Club (SGC) complying with the EA has been challenged by a number of working ladies, 

this was initially aired at the Business Development Group earlier this year.  

These ladies hold Silver membership, they are of the opinion that the Club does not give them same access to the 

course as men at the weekends, and in particularly Saturday mornings.             It is for this reason these members 

claim that SGC is in breach of the EA. 

 

It was agreed at the Board meeting following the Business Development meeting, that a sub-committee of the 

Board should be set up to investigate in depth, the questions raised at the business development meeting by the 

working Ladies. 

Certain key members of the Board were selected to form the Sub Committee, a separate meeting was subsequently 

held to annalise these issues and to ensure that every member’s expectations of Equality at ‘Shipley Golf Club’, 

covered every aspect of the club membership. 

 

As a result of the meeting, some recommendations for change to the individual membership categories and their 

parameters were agreed.  

These were subsequently brought to the Board meeting on the 18 July 2018, where it was recommended by the 

board that the proposed changes were inspected by the Club’s Solicitors to ensure that the membership categories 

offered at Shipley Golf Club fully represented the requirements of the Equality Act in Golf by England Golf. 

   

At the meeting of the Board on the 16/8/19 all the recommendations of the Sub Committee and the advice given by 

the Club’s solicitors were set out, discussed, tailored accordingly and subsequently agreed by the Board to produce 

this document. 



 

The Board now concludes that the current membership categories require certain changes and clarification of their 

detail, this is described as follows:- 

Any member, regardless of gender, may join any category of membership. 

A Female can join as Gold members and a Male can join as Silver member.  

Some men have already joined as Silver members and now that the opportunity to play qualifying competitions on 

a Sunday as well as a Tuesday the Silver membership category suits all their golfing requirements. 

 

Further clarification of the ‘Booking On’ procedure for Tuesdays and Saturdays is made below. 

The current playing arrangements, i.e. the blocking out of tee times on Tuesdays and Saturdays to accommodate 

competitions will be altered.  

The decision to do this also encompasses the times at which other players in different membership categories are 

allowed access to the course once the competition tee times end. 

 

Decisions 

These changes will subsequently be incorporated into the annual Golf calendar. 

 

Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze membership categories are non-gender specific and will remain in place.  

 
The time when Silver members can book a Tee time on a Saturday will be brought forward to 1.15pm 

Saturday ‘Tee Times’ up to 13.15pm, can be booked by anyone holding a Gold membership male or female. 

To book a tee time, Gold members must attend the Thursday night draw at the Club, they will join in the draw for 

‘Tee Times’ and book a ‘Tee Time’ for the Saturday eight days after the Thursday evening draw. 

The time on the Thursday evening when the draw takes place will be determined by the Captain, and this time will 

change throughout the year and is dependent on the evening daylight hours.  

The Thursday night allocation of Tee Times via the drawing of balls, ‘Presentation Night’. will continue to give 

priority to the members who take the time to go down to the Club on the night and book a tee time in person, 

supporting the Club’s Bar and catering facilities at the same time. 

  

Members not wanting to attend the Thursday Presentation Night and draw, can make a tee time booking via the 

BRS system, this opens at 12 noon the day after the Presentation Night (Friday). 

To emphasize, both the Thursday evening draw and the Friday 12 noon BRS Tee time booking, are for booking a 

tee time on the Saturday eight (8) days after the Thursday night draw. 

 

Any Gentleman Gold member or Lady Gold member who wishes to play on a Saturday will be able to book a time 

from the ‘first light' Tee Time on the time sheet up to 13.15 pm, ( The first Tee Time will vary through the year 

depending on daylight hours and when first light is), the Men’s Saturday competitions will remain gender specific 

for Male Gold Member’s (Approved by England Golf) and the Men’s Saturday Competition will continue to be run 

between first light and 1.15pm on a Saturday. 

Lady Gold members will not be able to play in the men’s competition, the Professional will run a separate Saturday 

competition for the Lady Gold members, this will be charged out at the same cost as the Men’s Saturday 

competition of £4 with £1 entered into a Two’s club.  

The Professional will deal with all the scores and results of the Ladies Competition and any monies will be 

presented by the men’s Captain on the following Thursday’s Presentation Night and draw. 

  

Any Male Gold member or Female Gold Member who enters their name on the time sheet at the draw on a 

Thursday night, or books on via the BRS booking system after it goes live at 12noon the day after the 

Thursday night draw will be expected to play in the Saturday Competition unless exceptional circumstances 

prevail, i.e. and injury or time restriction.  

 

The Saturday Competition will now become Tee Time specific. 



Each individual ‘Tee Time’ on the time sheet will have the potential to be become a Men’s or Ladies’ Gender 

specific Tee Time for the purpose of Gentlemen Gold members wanting to play in the Men’s Saturday Competition 

and Lady Gold members wanting to play in the Professional’s Saturday competition. 

 

Explanation:-  

 

To facilitate this, any Male member, when booking a Tee Time at the Thursday ‘Evening Draw’ and wanting to 

play in the Saturday’s Men’s Competition will adopt the following procedure: - 

  

When a Male member’s name is shouted out during the draw by the Captain, he will go to the Captain’s Table and 

will write his name in the first vacant space in the left hand column of the individual time slot of his choice, (e.g. 

9.08am), he then becomes the ‘Lead Name’ on that individual booking and point of contact for the other players 

entered onto that Tee Time slot.  

 

The ‘Lead Name’ when entering his own name on the time sheet will include any other playing partners onto the 

other vacant spaces on the individual time slot, filling as many of the vacant spaces as he requires with the names 

of the other male members he intends to play with in the competition.  

 

It is preferable that the ‘Lead Name’ has already organized a full team of three or four players  

prior to the draw, allowing him to fill all the vacant spaces on the time slot.       

 

If this is not the case and he cannot fill all the vacant spaces on the time slot, then any remaining vacant spaces are 

reserved for any single Male member needing a game, the single male member would then add his name to the 

vacant space fully filling or adding to the Tee Time Slot. 

(The number of players per Tee Time Slot is dependent on the type of competition being run on that particular 

Saturday) 

 

This time slot is then identifiable as a Male Gender time slot by the ‘Lead Name’ in the first column of the Tee 

time, making it available for any single Male member who has his name called out by the Captain and wants to add 

his name to any single vacant place on the Individual’ Tee Time’ so completing the booking of the whole 

Competition Tee time. 

 

Lady Gold members attending the Thursday evening draw when booking a Tee Time will follow the same process 

to enter the Ladies Competition as described for the men and will adopt the following procedure: - 

  

When a Lady member’s name is shouted out during the draw by the Captain, she will go to the Captain’s Table and 

will write her name in the left hand column of a fully vacant individual time slot of her choice, (e.g. 9.16 am), she 

then becomes the ‘Lead Name’ on that individual booking and point of contact for the other players whose names 

are subsequently entered onto that Tee Time slot.  

 

It is preferable that the ‘Lead Name’ has already organized a full team of three or four players  

prior to the draw taking place, enabling her to fill all the vacant spaces on the time slot when her name is drawn, if 

this is not the case and all the vacant spaces on the time slot are not filled, then by the fact a Female has entered her 

name as a lead name on the time sheet, it identifies the individual Tee Time as a Female Competition Tee Time and 

any remaining spaces are reserved for any other Female member wanting to play in the Ladies competition to add 

their names to it. (The number is dependent on the type of competition being run on that particular Saturday) 

 

 



The individual time slots are then identifiable for any single Male member or any single Female Member who is 

called out by the Captain and wants to add his or her name to a vacant space on a  same Gender ‘Tee Time’ so 

adding to or completing the Competition Tee Time. 

 

The Competitions being run on a Saturday are categorized as Gender Specific and where possible the Individual 

Tee Times should also remain Gender Specific, both Male and Female Members entering their names onto the time 

sheet must take this into consideration prior to booking themselves onto the competition and entering their names. 

 

As the vacant spaces on the time sheet fill up and only single spaces dotted around the time sheet are available, then 

at this point a Lady member will be able to put her name down onto a vacant space on a tee time which is occupied 

by Male members, if there are no spare Female Gender Specific time slots available. 

 

Applying the same rule, a Male Member can put his name down on a Female Gender Specific  

Tee Time which is occupied by Female members if there are no single Male Gender Specific times slots available. 

A Lady member putting her name down with two male members will be still playing in the Ladies Competition and 

will Tee Off from the Red Tee’s whilst the men she has put her name down to play with. will still be playing in the 

Men’s Competition and they will be Teeing off from the White Tees. 

One of the men will mark the Ladies Card and the Lady will mark one of the men’s cards. 

Conversely a man putting his name down to play with two Ladies will still be playing in the Men’s Competition, 

and his card will be marked by one of the Ladies, the Ladies will still be playing in the Ladies Competition and the 

man will mark one of the Ladies Cards. 

Where a four-person team event is being played then this would have to remain specifically male and female teams 

with no mixed groups however if the competition being played is i.e. a 4BBB then two Ladies will be able to put 

their names down with two men, if there are no other vacant tee times of the dame gender, however, they will still 

be playing in two different competitions and the teaming up would purely be for filling the vacant spaces on the 

time sheet and enabling their individual score cards to be marked and verified. 

 

Once the Thursday night draw is complete, the sign on sheet will be transferred onto the BRS System by the Pro’s 

shop before 12noon on Friday (the day after).   

 

Any Male or Female Member who wants to play in the Men’s or Ladies Saturday Competition and wants to book 

onto a Tee Time using the BRS System on a Friday after it becomes live to bookings at 12 noon, must adopt the 

same rulings for entering their names and the names of their playing partners into the Individual Tee Times for the 

Gender Specific competitions as previously described for the Thursday night draw. 

  

In the same way any male member opting for Silver membership can book a tee time by the BRS system within the 

Ladies competition times. They will also have to play the same format as the Ladies competition, they will play 

from the Yellow tees and will follow the same rules as apply to female Gold members wishing to play on a 

Saturdays as set out above. 

 

On Saturdays Silver members will be allowed to book a tee time from 1.15 pm, on Tuesdays, Gold members will 

be allowed to book a tee time from 1.15 pm. Should any respective member, booking a 1.15 pm tee time on 

Tuesday or a Saturday, catch up the competition players on the course they cannot expect to be allowed to be ‘let 

through’. 

 

The female members who opt for Gold membership and playing on a Saturday and Male members opting for Silver 

membership and playing on a Tuesday will have to play in the competition organized by the Professional.  

The format of the competition would have agreed by the Club Professional and will be dependent on the Ladies 

Competition on that day, i.e. Medal, Stableford, 4BBB, Texas Scramble, etc.  



The Ladies Competition Committee have declined to organise a competition for Female Gold members playing on 

a Saturday, and the Men’s competition committee have declined to organize a Men’s Competition for Male Silver 

Members on a Tuesday therefore, the competitions winners will receive vouchers organised separately by the 

Professional. 

 

Winter Golf 

The limits placed on Saturday golf through the Winter due to the shortened daylight hours, requires the Club to 

operate a two tee start once clocks are moved back one hour.  

Despite this, the same rules will apply for booking a tee time where the format of golf is concerned, in the event of 

Saturdays being over booked, then it may be considered that through the winter the Saturday competition is split in 

numbers between Saturday and Sunday, and two identical competitions run on each day with a single presentation 

night the following Thursday, for the competitions on both days, this would then reduce the congestion experienced 

during the winter season on Saturdays. 

 

 

 

Nick Baker 

Shipley Captain 
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